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Both newspaper editors and reporters act as decision makers in their selections of "newsworthy" events to be published. But what editors include in newspapers is influenced by the news values of their colleagues or superiors. ' Studies of gatekeepers who control the flow of news have reported such results about the news selection process. Individual opinions of editors.2 newsroom schedules and publication technicalities,' and news sources4 were found to affect choices of stories. Similarly, selected social and structural characteristics of media organizations had "subjective" implications for media "output. Other studies suggested that a high degree of similarity occurred in the news selection process among television and newspaper editors,6 and among journalism instructors and their students.' Photographers and editom8 along with photojournalism teachers,'J also were quite alike in their selection of news photographs.
While these various gatekeeping studies attempted to describe the aspects of news selection process, not one study focused on the homogeneity of the news process, or the lack of it, among editors and reporters within a state. We wanted to find out in what types of news situations reporters and editors differ.
Method
Our sample was limited to 240 Mississippi journalists, with 101 editors and 139 reporters.10 The response rate was 63%. T o look a t the differences in handling news situations, we developed 17 hypothetical news situations that working journalists might face.
Nine of the cases were based on complaints reported by the National News Council. The 17 news situations were pretested with 29 reporters and editors working at six different daily newspapers in Arkansas and Alabama. The nine news situations taken from the National News Council were: Failure to disclose possible conflict of interest. A columnist writes several articles detailing union lobbying expenditures. The columnist is a member of an anti-union citizens' lobby, but the reporter does not note this fact in the columns. (Evaluate the columnist's action.)
Placement decision on "right to life" story. A "right to life" group holds a protest march. An editor decides readers are tired of such protests and runs the story deep inside the paper with no photo. (Evaluate the editor's action.)
Lack of balance in advocacy article. In an article on methadone maintenance programs, the writer contends that the programs have little effect on drug-related crime and that most patients continue to abuse other drugs. The reporter cites statistics to back up the claims. but does not quote anyone in favor of the program. (Evaluate the writer's action.)
Lack of balance in spot news article. A bill is introduced to restrict oil companies. The reporter covering Capitol Hill writes an article on the bill's introduction, quoting the bill's sponsor. The reporter does not contact oil comvanv re~resentatives. who conference, one city official accuses another of misconduct. The reporter covering the story doesn't have time before the deadline to check the accusations or reach the accused for comments. The reporter writes an article listing the accusations and saying the official could not be reached for comment. (Evaluate the reporter's action.)
Decision to run wreck story on Page I instead of "Teacher of the Year" story. A gruesome local car-train accident occurs at 10 p.m. and the news editor remakes Page I to run the story and a photo. T o make room, the editor moves a feature on a local "A Report on ~c t i 4 t y b;?. Publishers No names were included in the case somewhat consistent. Results of this study examples and the respondents were given "Best that a homogeneous pattern of no clues concerning the authenticity of the FwS judgment may exist journalcases, Each respondent was asked to eval-!sts in a state on small-circulation dailies the action taken in each news situa-ln scattered locations and provide addition from strongly agree to strongly tional evidence that such news selection disagree.
agreement is not uncommon.
Results and Discussion
Mississippi reporters and editors were quite alike in their responses for the 17 news situations, as shown in Table I . More importantly, similar patterns existed regardless of the journalists' age, experience, college major, location of their newspaper in the state, or circulation of their newspaper. No significant differences. using the chi square test, were found.
The greatest agreement among the journalists was in response to the situation in which the editor decided to publish an article about a right-to-life march on an
